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AS promised in the House, careful consideration has been given
by the Departments concerned to the various questions raised
in the course of the informal discussions which took place following
the debate of March 2nd. It has been decided to make certain further
changes in addition to the major alterations in pay, family allowances
and war pensions which were announced in the recent White Paper
(Command 6521).

Following a review of the present scheme of dependants' allowances,
the conditions which govern eligibility for an allowance, and the amount
of any allowance granted, have been modified. Hitherto no allowance
has been payable if the household income, after payment of rent and
rates, and after allowing for various " disregards," amounted to an
average of 173. or more a week for each member of the household
(children under the age of 14 counting as half units). This rule has
now been abolished. Moreover, no allowance has hitherto been payable
which would raise the net average income for each member of the
household, including the allowance, above 2is. a week. This limit has
now been raised to 235. a week. In addition, payment of the maxi-
mum rate of allowance of 253. a week will no longer be confined to cases
where the dependant's household has no other income. The effect
of these changes is to increase both the field of dependants eligible
for an allowance, and the number of eligible dependants who will
qualify for the higher rates of allowance, including the maximum rate
of 255. a week.

In addition to the improvements in War Service Grants already
announced, a relaxation has now been made in the rule (set out in
Command 6318 of 1941) under which, in addition to the qualifying
allotment, a soldier was expected to contribute to the support of his
family four-sevenths of the amount by which his pay exceeded 43. a
day. This limit was later raised to 45. 6d. a day, and now it has been
decided to raise it to 55. 6d. a day. The broad effect of this change
will be that no soldier below the rank of corporal will in future be
expected, for the purposes of war service grants, to supplement his
qualifying allotment from his pay unless he is on special or trade rates.
The closer approximation of the schemes of qualifying allotment to